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Celebrating	 the	 restoring	 the	 powerful	 alliance	 of	 labor	 and	 civil	 rights	 for	 racial	
justice	and	economic	opportunity		

Building One America held its first in a series 
Labor / Civil Rights forums in New Jersey on 
December 17, 2015 with national speakers and 
local union leaders joined by prominent clergy, 

civil-rights and 
civic leaders from 
across the state. 
 
The forum, 
expertly 
moderated by Dr. 
Diane Campbell 
and Rev. John 

Scotland of Building One New Jersey, was 
opened by Rev. Dr. Guy Campbell, President of 
the General Baptist Convention followed by a 
moving primer on the all too forgotten history of 
organized labor and the civil rights movement by 
A. Philip Randolph Institute President, Clayola 
Brown. 
 
After a sobering 
presentation (the 
Architecture of  

 
Segregation) 
about the 
shameful continued existence and dramatic 
growth of racial segregation in American and the 
tragic consequences of concentrated poverty by 
Paul Jargowsky of the Center for Urban 
Research and Urban Education at Rutgers 
University, a panel of local leaders provided 
meaningful context. Each offered powerful 
insight from their own stories and discussed the 
real-life implications for their organization’s 
members, families, and communities.  

Panelists included Sherryl 
Gordon of AFSCME 
Council 1, Sean Spiller 
from the New Jersey 
Education Association, 
Milly Silva with 1199 
SEIU, Richard Tolson of 
the Bricklayers and Allied 
Craftworkers and Lionel Leach of the 
Communication Workers of America Local 1039.  
 

After a stirring 
call to action from 
Rev. Terrence 
Melvin, president 
of the 
International 
Coalition of Black 
Trade Unionists, 

leaders from each of the participating labor, 
religious and civil rights groups committed to 
participate with Building One New Jersey to 
build on the day’s success. They committed to 
reconvene early in 2016 to initiate a program of 
leadership training and action to 
advance and promote economic 
opportunity and racial inclusion 
around the issues of housing, 
schools, jobs and justice. 
 
The day closed with a message 
of support and solidarity from 
prominent national NAACP board 
member, Ambassador Philip Murphy. 
 

Building	One	New	Jersey	and	Building	One	America	want	to	
thank	the	generous	sponsors	who	made	this	forum	possible:	
Horizon	Blue	Cross	Blue	Shield	of	NJ,	Northeast	Regional	
Council	of	Carpenters,	IUOE	Local	68,	LIUNA	Local	55,	Local	
195,	IFPTE,	Senate	President	Steve	Sweeney,	NJ	Education	
Association,	PBA	Local	105,	SEIU	1199,	AFSCME	Council	1,	
Shiloh	Baptist	Church,	Isles,	Inc,	Community	Presbyterian	
Church,	CWA	Local	1039,	CWA	Local	1084,	Murphy	
Endeavors	LLC,	PA	Conference	of	Teamsters	
	


